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Mike Sellinger, Alta Planning + Design
What is a regional trail?
350 miles of regional trails
Metro’s involvement in trails
• Purchase land for new trails
• Partner with cities to plan new or 
expand current trails
• Write grants to fund new trails or 
expand old ones
• Organize and coordinate the annual 
trail count, including the housing and 








•return on investment of 
new facilities
•decide where and when to 
build new trails
•gather trail user feedback
•agency budgeting
•traffic modeling
•understand trail user 
behavior
Purpose
“The trail use data helped us secure 
nearly $800K in grants in the past 
year, including mid-block crossings 
and trailhead development. Our 
three years of trail counts 
consistently show that 30 percent of 
trail users dash across an arterial 
street during rush hour, a clear 
demonstration of the need for safe 
crossing. The surveys have given trail 
users a voice. They love the trail, but 
have asked for support facilities. 
Funding agencies responded to this.”
–Mary Ordal
City of Hillsboro, Parks & Recreation
Infrared counters - EcoCounter
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Estimating Annual Trail Use
• Metro has 70+ TRAFx infrared 
counters located on the Intertwine. 
These counters collect data 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.
• The data from the manual 
counts are extrapolated to annual 
volumes using the data from the 
automatic counters.
Methodology
• The manual counts were conducted using the 
methodology from the National Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Documentation Project.
• The extrapolation factors used data from 14 
TRAFx infrared counters. 
• The extrapolation of short term count data to 




• The extrapolation factors were 
applied to the 124 sites that were 
manually counted in 2014 or 2015.
• The annual estimated number of 
trail users at these sites was 37.9 
million people, and the average site 
was 306,000 people. 
• The estimate for the top site, the 
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Estimated Annual Trail Volumes
Why local factors?
• Localized extrapolation factors 
provide a more accurate estimates 
than state or national factors.
• The data gathered is used by 
jurisdictions across the region to 
support funding requests, grant 
applications, and planning and 
development.
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2016 Trail Count Snapshot
104 sites were counted
143 volunteers

























































SW Portland Willamette Greenway
SW Portland Willamette Greenway
176%
In conclusion
The Cycle of 
Trails
2017 Trail Count
Tue Sept. 12th 5 to 7 p.m.
Wed Sept. 13th 5 to 7 p.m.
Thu Sept. 14th 5 to 7 p.m.
Sat Sept. 16th 9 to 11 a.m.
Sun Sept. 17th 9 to 11 a.m.
If you’re interested in counting, 
please contact me:
geoff.gibson@oregonmetro.gov
Questions?
